How Do I Become a Habitat Homeowner?

Anywhere in the world, if someone has an interest in owning a Habitat home, they must meet three basic criteria:

· A Need for Adequate Shelter

· The Ability to Pay for a Habitat Home

· A Willingness To Partner With Habitat
This brochure explains these criteria in more detail and answers a few general questions.  At the end, you will find an explanation of the application process.  We hope you are able to make your dream of owning a home come true.
Residency
Applicant(s) must have resided in Gregg, Harrison, or Upshur for at least one year prior to applying. 
Need for Adequate Shelter
Current housing is considered inadequate for at least one of the following:

(a) Problems with the heating system, water supply, electricity, bathroom, kitchen, structure, etc.

(b) Too small or over crowded, based on family size (number, ages, and gender of household members).

(c) Current housing is unsafe or unsuitable for children or other family members.

(d) Cost of current housing (including utilities) exceeds 40% of household income.

(e) The applicant is unable to obtain stable adequate housing through conventional means.  Dependence on rent subsidies (such as section 8 vouchers) may be considered as need.

Ability to Pay for a Habitat Home
(a) Debt to income ratio - The household debt payment should not prohibit them from meeting normal cost of living expenses.
(b) Applicant has demonstrated an ability to make regular monthly payments for rent, utilities and other credit obligations.
(c) Total household income is within the guidelines listed below
Income Guidelines 2023
Family               
      per Month
       Size          
not less than         not more than

   1
           $  1,924    
          $ 3,206
   2
           $  2,198  

3,663
   3
           $  2,471


4,119
   4
           $  2,745


4,575
   5
           $  2,966


4,944


   6
           $  3,188


5,313
   7
           $  3,405

             5,675
   8
           $  3,626


6,044
Note:   These incomes guidelines apply to the total household.  All income for applicant and co-applicant (if any) and anyone over 18yrs old will be considered in determining household income.  Income guidelines & house price/costs are subject to change without notice.
 Willingness to Partner with Habitat
(a) Applicant must attend orientation meeting.

(b) Applicant must complete an application and submit it in a timely manner.

(c) Applicant must allow Habitat to examine his or her credit history 

(d) Applicant must submit pertinent information as requested by Northeast Texas Habitat.

(e) Applicant must follow through on other application requirements, including home visit and interview.

(f) Applicant must show understanding of and willingness to fulfill all sweat equity requirements, including attendance at mandatory workshops.

(g) Applicant must show ability and willingness to maintain their home upon occupancy.

(h) Applicant must show ability to make timely house payments each month.
Sex Offender Database - Presence on a sex offender database is cause for de-selection.

Background Checks- NETHFH conducts background checks for all potential partner families.  Any person refusing a background check will not be permitted to become a partner family.

Disqualifying factors:

(a) Applicant has an open warrant.

(b) Applicant has been convicted of a felony with the last five years prior to application date.

(c) Applicant has a pending criminal case.

(d) Applicant is currently on parole or probation
What is a Habitat House? 
Habitat for Humanity builds simple, decent homes with families in need of affordable shelter.  Habitat does not build custom homes. The following criteria explain the basic elements of a Habitat home.

· House size is determined by the number of persons to reside in the house as follows:

# People

house size and square footage
3 - 5 

three BR, two baths, approx 1100 sq. ft.
  6 
four BR, two baths, approx.  1250 sq. ft.

7 - 8 

four BR, two baths, approx. 1325 sq. ft.
House size for larger households or households with a member with a disability will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.   All Northeast Texas Habitat houses are built to be handicap accessible & adaptable.
· Features of a Northeast Texas Habitat for Humanity house 
      -      Hardi Plank (color is homebuyer’s choice from limited selection)
· Covered front porch of about 75 sq ft,  back porch of  about 15 sq ft 
· Driveway and sidewalk
· Vinyl composition floor tile or hardwood floors throughout the house. Carpet also available for living rooms, bedrooms, and hallways. (color is homebuyer’s choice from limited selection) 
· Interior paint ( color is homebuyer’s choice from limited selection)
· Basic landscaping in front of house, front lawn has sod, balance grass seed only
· 8 x 8 exterior storage shed

· Electric stove and refrigerator

· Ceiling fan in living room.  Mini-blinds in Bedrooms
· Central heat and air

· Wiring for phone & cable TV in Living room & Master BR
· Options Package – Includes:

-  Washer and dryer
-   Mini-blinds in other rooms

-  Chain link fencing
-   Dishwasher
      -   Fans in BR’s               
· NOT Included in a Habitat House
· Garbage disposal 
· Garage or car port
Northeast Texas Habitat For Humanity


